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Tlw Depart ment of the .History of Arehiteetlll'e of the Budapest .Polyteehnieal Unin:rsit~
has started a series of textbooks 'with the t,im to off"r an insight into the unh-ersal history 
of architeeture b~' a series of riehl~- illustrated books not only to future architects but to 
the public at larg(', ~o b"ttp], (,jlOi(:e could haye been made than asking Gyula Hajnoczi 
ro write tIlE' first hook of tll(' spri,os, Hc; has graduated hoth from architecture and from 
1U'dwology tmd st nrli .. d Llneieni 1t1'ehi("r'etllre on the spot during hi" trayels in Italy, 
Grpper'. the Xear East anf I Eg~'jlt, 

The book eO\"'1'8 th(, hisiory of tu'(:hitt,,,tul'(' from the oldest kl1O\;-]l eonstruetions of th .. 
ancient Xear East to dj(' ('ol1sianiinl'an pe1'iorl. The (lidsion of the book permits thp 
nll'iolls pl'riocls and territ()ries to }", dis<:llSS(>(j in ample details (about half of the book is 
mk"n h~- tllP nrehitpetttl'(' of tiw :\ PHr E'l,:j llnd that of "transitionary" eulturei', C:]'eeep 
oc,(,tlpic's n 'lu1\r!(>1', Hmnan 1\rc:hit"<:l uri' SOllle\\'hat 1l10!'l' llwl1 a Cjuaric,r of the \'olurne), 
Thi' Look is \'.Tillf'n in ('mw,']'t \I'ill! tllP ll10dern cOlw"l'iion ofill\'('stipHions into :\ntiquit~, 
lllll! \\'ith till' pl'l'\'niiill!! aSl""'!s of illl' tlll>()r~' of ardlitedure, Althouqh in our opinioll th,· 
ntlue of tlw al:stiwric:s of Gre8k an:hitf'eulre has remaill('d inyariabl~' llnifjlle, we know 
bettN and han' ,1 higher appreeiation of tlll' arehitecture of the Xea1' East in Antiquity 
and that of thl' preelassie euli:llres of th" JT-T millPllnia B.e, as in many respects they 111,1:-
be consi(lered as a forprunner of 1110dern architecturc amI space shaping. EY,'n mol',> 
decisive is th" tltl itu,je. genenlll~- accepted torIay, that eontrary to the classicism of the 
19th century dol'S not conceal but stresses the path-breaking role of Homan architeetnre 
both in tlw relation of spa<:p,shaping ('onstrnetion as we lmdersian'] ii now and in layin::;: 
the clired fumlunwnis of EnI'opl'tln tu(:hitectu!'(' as a whole, 

A SlllT(,~' of tmci<:llt arehitpc;tttrp so filll and paying (1tH' attt'lltioll to its intercollnections 
is a pleasnrl' in ihf'lf born out of ih .. priwtical requirenwnts of th(, history of architectuI'[' 
and (,rlucati()nal aspects, Tt is 11 \\'dl eonstruc-ted counterbalanee to fraetional insights 
""l'nerally offered b~' I';riters on ar<,heolog~' amI cultural history, Special res ear eh and 
synthes(Js ttsnall~' do not go lJ('yond summinQ; up the architl'emre of single eultures or, in 
the bpSl eas(', ttnits as an isolated slllTey of the arehiteeture of the Ancient East 01' 

Gre(;o-Roll1tln arehitedul'e, Xo npecl to sn'l'SS her(> the importancE' of a synthesis unlike, 
the former publieations espeeially in the' field of duei(lating asp('c;ts and interrdations and 
considering the architC'cture of Anticluity as a historical entirdy, This importance is not 
negligible e\'('!l if the nlst material tmd limits in hook size make (;ertain simplifieations 
inc\-itable, 

The secJ1H'llee of disc:llssioll, r1w ;;t.!'lH'tUI'" of sing-Ip (,haptprs refiects the author's earp 
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to lllt'et lilt" de!ll<lll.J~ of ('.!w:ar iOll, rllt' a('(,nn\('~' of c'niJj(','r and lJlIilr -np alld .l[in, tIle' 
necessary tlworetical informar iOl I, 

\\'ithin HHljor unit,s a short alld aniculare illtro.]u(,tion is gin"ll niJoHt r1w geographical 
~itllation, (>c-onOlni(' and soc-ial ,'on.!it ions, history and c-uitur(' of t1w ]Jtll'! under SlIl'\'PY, 
Then follO\\'s a dr>tail"d dps('ript ion of ret"imieal d(>nwnts and stnH:tlll'PS in the gi\'Pll 
arehiteetlll'e that makE'S tlw l'f'tldr'r t1l'qnai!1lr>d \\'ith ('OIJ('Ppts retllrning in th" pHssage that 
makps ont tlw hulk of the \I'ork and i,.; nbolll tIH' history of architr"et111">, Af1t.>J' tlw deficrip' 
tion of a C'ultm'p, tlutIj(J!' gin's a short lmt ,jr'f'p-going SllllllllaJ-Y of t1w \\'tlyS of expression, 
art of spa('(> nnd \'olll1llf', faead,' r,ollst I'm,t ion habit" all< 1 the hisi oriefll role of t hp al'ehi, 
te(:tlll'l" of dj(' period, These inW'niolls SllllllJ11ll'i,'s >iUppOI'I ,'d h~' int l'!"'~t ill)! and <1(', 
rnon:ol I'at in' selwlfwti" di<ll[rallls al''' th"lllOst nllwlbk pans ofth" Look for th,' tileOI'Dt, 
i('ian, To ,;UlllllP th(· f1lnd,mwlltnl "lmraeit'risli('s of an an,hiH,(,tlll'al (,llltlll'(' ill a f,·\\' pa.l[ps 

i" ,1 most dim('lll; nlld hold n'l1lll]'(' d"""lTinl[ nppn'e,iation ",'pn if it is lllade by making 
nse of ('''lllpilllti\'p lllf'thods, and ('sp"fOinll,\' if.-IIS is lIw (',lS" in this instdlwr'-ii is thp 

result of indi\'idlwl jndp'lij('1l1 dOlle \"iih ;l stti,.t 'lIlhf'I'PIl<'1' to llnifonnly Pl'!'\'?" ,11" 
prineiplr's, .fr ,nml,] b.> llnjllSt t () set fun hp], ,j"ll1nnd" to a ".-ork offering sw'h 1\ hi\y!J 
stan(hud of (:oneenl]'tltioll, TllI!S it is ratlwI a sllgl[Psrion for till' funll'" [h,m allY l'i'lY](,rk 
Oll tile qllalit~, or ill<' IH'('Sl'nt efii)ri" if",p S,lY that it np(',js but" single SIf'jI to ar1'in'n! tht
t heo1'"i i('al gPllPI'alizn] ion of hi"t OJ'ieal I'q!ula1'ir it's frOlll lwl'(,: to ('xjl')SP t hp illi Pl'eonJlec-, 
Lions of the e3tahlisherl nOl'lllS: of [In,llitec-u!l'f' \I·itll tll(' e('oIlO1I1i", ~(),'i,d 'lnd C-llltlll'ttl 
fpatlln'~ disl'llsserl ill dw illll'odlWlioll of the <'irapll'r", ~ll(:h final inipl'<'Onllp(,tiom: me 

often 1'ef('1'I'(,'] to ill tl d,,,'pr \\,'l~' ill rill' ('OUi'SP ofhislori<:lll di~('ussiollS, 
Th,. book is made (','pn mon' nlilw hie h~' 11](' I'ieh illll~lnu ivp lnaj pritd SPITing: primarily 

!f'fl(,jling: purpose's, Th", best part of the photos \I'as made ll~' Tlw uuthor hims('lf antI is a 
proof of his deep sellS(, for plJ010L!raphie art. TI)(" ,jP!l10llstratj\".', fine a!ld well,c;omposp,] 
,jpsif!l1S p1'epa1'r<rl un,Jer nUl hill"" ~lli,janep praise !I", kno\\',h()\\' of (;~'llIH rslnlnfi. 
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