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Abstract

The power spectrum analysis of the occurrence rate of whistlers observed at Varanasi (geom. lat.
14◦55′ N) shows periodicity of the order 70–80 min which has been interpreted as the lifetimes of
the ducts trapping and guiding the whistlers. This is also corroborated by the dispersion analysis
of the recorded whistlers. The observations clearly favour the existence of large numbers of ducts
simultaneously. The analysis shows that these whistlers had propagated in the magnetosphere along
higherL-values (L = 2.1 − 2.7).
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1. Introduction

It is generally believed that the ground-based whistlers at low as well as at high
latitudes have been trapped in field-aligned ducts present throughout the magne-
tosphere [1–3]. Direct and indirect evidences for the presence of ducts have been
accumulated from ground-based measurements [4], in situ observations on board
OGO3 [5], ISIS [6] and on a rocket [7]. SMITH and ANGERAMI [8] analysed fre-
quency spectra of whistlers recorded on board OGO-III, identified different ducts
and measured their size and spacing. PARK [9] while studying interchange of ion-
ization between the ionosphere and inner plasmasphere, identified the individual
ducts.

At all low latitude Indian Stations (Varanasi, Agra, Nainital and Gulmarg),
consistently increased whistler activity almost simultaneously with increase inK p
index has been observed. The enhancement in whistler activity is assigned to the
formationof additional ducts during magnetic storm periods. The electrondensity in
the F2 region and in the exospheric region enhances during magnetic storm periods
and produces additional ducts in which whistlers are trapped and propagated to
the conjugate hemisphere. SOMAYAJULU et al. [10] and SINGH et al. [11] using
whistlers recorded at Gulmarg, discussed with evidence the formation of additional
ducts during magnetic storm period. SOMAYAJULU et al. [10] showed that while
for a duct to form might require 30 min or even less time, but to grow to its full size
might take 3 h. The estimated duct lifetime ranges from a few hours to a few days.
Considering the ducted propagation of whistlers, OKUZAWA et al. [12] suggested
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that a kind of periodicity in the whistler occurrence rate should appear depending
upon the periodicity in the cyclic formation and decay of whistler ducts. The main
purpose of this paper is to examine the suggestions of OKUZAWA et al. [12] and
apply it to the whistler data to estimate the duct lifetime.

Here it is assumed that few ducts are present in the ambient medium whose
growth/decay are cyclic in nature and the observed whistlers have propagated
through one of these ducts. The presence/absence of periodicity in the occurrence
rate can be detected by the standard technique of power spectrum analysis [13]. The
evaluated period gives the lifetime of whistler ducts. The whistler data recorded at
ground station Varanasi are analysed and lifetimes of whistler ducts are evaluated
which are found to be in close agreement with those reported by other workers for
low latitude stations.

2. Data Analysis

The good quality whistlers recorded at Varanasi on 8th March, 1991 were selected
for analysis. Sample records of a few whistlers are shown inFig. 1. The observation
period ranged from 0030 to 0240 hrs IST. These whistlers were analysed and nose
frequency for each whistler was determined [14]. The nose frequency is used to
determine the path of propagation of whistlers. It is found that the propagation path
varies formL = 2.1 to L = 2.7. Thus, the variation in pathL = 0.6. Noting that
theL-value of Varanasi is 1.07, it is found that the whistlers received at Varanasi had
propagated along higherL-values in the magnetosphere. Such whistlers can only
be received at lower latitude ground stations, if after exiting from the ionosphere,
they follow the Earth ionosphere waveguide and propagate towards equator. Similar
propagation mechanism was discussed by SINGH et al. [15].

The occurrence rate of whistlers is shown inFig. 2. In this figure, the points
indicate number of whistlers observed over 5 min. intervals. The occurrence
rate of whistlers at any ground station would depend upon the occurrence rate of
input signal (lightning discharge), the availability of suitable number of ducts and
favourable conditions for the ionospheric transmission of the signal. While deriving
information about the ducts, we assume that the input signal is of constant density
during the observation period. Further, it is also supposed that the ionospheric
transmission condition remains favourable during the said period. The information
about the duct lifetime is derived from the power spectrum analysis of the occurrence
rate. Treating occurrence rate as time varying functionf (t), autocorrelation of the
function is determined which is shown inFig. 3. The power spectrum densities in
arbitrary units are shown inFig. 4. It is clear that the power spectra show peaks
at certain selected frequencies separated by slightly varying intervals. The time
interval corresponding to the frequency separation between peaks lies in the range
of 70–80 min. This result shows that a physical process with a periodicity of about
70 min. is present in the whistler occurrence rate recorded at Varanasi.
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Fig. 1. Examples of whistlers observed at Varanasi on 8/9th March 1991
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Fig. 2. Variation of whistler occurrence rate. The ordinate indicates number of whistlers recorded over 5-min. intervals
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Apart from power spectral analysis, we have also determined dispersion of
whistlers recorded on March 8, 1991. We have selected three cases with disper-
sions 28, 29 and 31 sec1/2. Fig. 5 shows the duration for which whistlers with a
particular dispersion could be observed. For example, whistler with a dispersion
of the 31 sec1/2 could be observed only between 0044 IST and 0234 IST whereas
whistlers with a dispersion of 29 sec1/2 could be recorded only between 0100 hrs
IST and 0210 hrs IST. The data presented inFig. 5 allow us to make the following
qualitative statement: whistlers with a particular dispersion are observed during
certain periods only. If we assume that the existence of ‘discrete’ dispersion im-
plies the presence of different ducts, we might say that different ducts in fact have
existed during the period of interest. It must be noted that the grouping of whistlers
by dispersion inFig. 5 is not accurate. In spite of the inherent error in grouping,
the qualitative statement that whistlers with a given dispersion are observed only
during a specific period of time, is reasonably valid. Having grouped the whistlers
by dispersion, we show inFig. 6, how the occurrence rate for whistlers in each
group varies with time. In these curves the ordinate represents the numbers of
whistlers observed over 10 min intervals with the abscissa giving the time in IST. It
is seen fromFig. 6 that the occurrence rate in each group shows a periodicity [16].
Actually, this periodicity is of the order of an hour which predicts duct lifetime.

Fig. 3. Variation of auto-correlation function with time

3. Results and Discussion

The periodicities observed in the occurrence rate of whistlers observed at Varanasi
may find their origin in the growth and decay of ducts as envisaged by OKUZAWA
et al. [12]. The power spectrum shows peaks at different frequencies separated
by a constant frequency having the time interval of∼ 70 minutes, which may be
considered as the lifetime of the ducts. PARK and CARPENTER[17] suggested that
the average time for which the individual ducts might stay within the viewing area
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Fig. 4. Power spectrum of occurrence rate of whistlers recorded at Varanasi

was about 2 h. HAYAKAWA et al. [18], using real-time whistler analyser at Moshiri
(L = 1.6), showed that it took less than one hour for a duct to be formed and duct
lifetime is of the order of one hour or less. They also suggested the successive
growth and decay of ducts. Using power spectrum analysis of whistlers recorded
at Gulmarg and Nainital, RAO and LALMANI [16] evaluated duct lifetime of the
order of one hour. Simultaneous observations of whistlers from adjacent stations
have yielded duct life as short as 30 min for mid-latitudes.

Ideally, the minima in power spectra should go to zero, in order that our
interpretation is perfectly valid. Yet, we do not observe such a behaviour. The
finite value of power spectrum at the minima may be due to the differences in the
time histories of individual ducts. Furthermore, it is also possible that the whistlers
might have propagated in an extensive system of ducts, well spread inL value
[17,19,20].

The power spectral analysis was based entirely on the occurrence rate. To
quantify our conclusions that the periodicity is due to growth and decay of ducts,
dispersion analysis was performed to establish that individual ducts actually existed
during the period of observation. The dispersion varied between 25 and 35 sec1/2,
but a large number of whistlers could be grouped with dispersion of 28 sec1/2,
29 sec1/2, 31 sec1/2. The dispersion measurement indicates some spread in dis-
persion around a well peaked value suggesting the existence of single component
whistlers. In fact, whistlers at low latitudes are single component whistlers which
means that whistlers propagate along a singleL-shell. Thus, the whistler occur-
rence rate is a quasi-Gaussian shaped distribution. Furthermore, it was observed
that whistlers with a particular dispersion were present during certain periods only.
If each dispersion corresponds to the existence of a duct, then we find that a number
of ducts exist during certain periods. The dispersion plot as a function of time
shows a well peaked value in all the three cases. Thus, at least three ducts existed
overlapping each other. Furthermore, whistlers are also present with other disper-
sion values, hence, the number of ducts during the period of interest becomes much
more than three.
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Fig. 5. Durations over which whistlers of a given dispersion are observed

Fig. 6 shows the variation of occurrence rate of whistlers with time. In these
curves, the ordinate represents the number of whistlers observed over ten-minute
intervals. The occurrence rate shows periodicity with periods ranging between 55
and 60 minutes lending support to the results obtained by power spectrum analysis,
viz., that a definite periodicity existed in the whistler occurrence rates, although,
the time period determined from the dispersion analysis is slightly different. In the
dispersion analysis, some observations have been left over, which may have large
periods and, hence, resultant periodicity present in the power spectrum analysis be-
comes variable and large as compared to that obtained from the dispersion analysis.
When large numbers of ducts are more or less simultaneously excited, the net rate
may not show any periodicity even though individual ducts grow and decay in quick
succession and in such a situation, the power spectrum analysis may fail because
of the high ‘noise level’ in the data.

The estimated lifetime of the ducts based on dispersion analysis and power
spectrum analysis comes out to be about 60 minutes and 70 minutes, respectively.
These results are in close agreement with that of RAO and LALMANI [16] for low
latitude whistlers where they have estimated duct lifetime to be of the order of one
hour or less and have also presented evidence for the successive growth and decay
of ducts. The duct lifetime of the order of one hour is comparable in order of
magnitude with the estimates of other researchers [4,12,17,21].
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Fig. 6. Variation of whistler occurrence rate with time for different dispersions. Ordinates
indicate number of whistlers occurred over 10-min. intervals

Here, it is important to note that the observed periodicity in occurrence rate
has been attributed only to the propagation effects, not in the source. This point
could be answered only when the periodicity is searched in the lightning discharge
rate causing the observed whistlers. In the absence of direct in-situ measurements,
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we can use general features of lightning discharges. It is noted that, in general,
at low latitudes, the number of whistlers observed is much less as compared to
mid/high latitudes whereas latitudinal distribution of lightning discharges clearly
shows higher occurrence rate at low latitudes and it decreases with latitudes [1].
LALMANI and SINGH [22] have discussed that the whistler occurrence rate is not
only governed by the source but it is more controlled by the properties of the medium
and propagation conditions. In other words, any modulation of occurrence rate at
the source is unlikely to be detected in the whistler observations at low latitudes.

4. Conclusions

The occurrence rate shows periodicity at an interval of 70 minutes, which may
be attributed to a cyclic process in the growth and decay of ducts. The whistler
dispersion analysis predicts periodicity of the order of 60 minutes and suggests that
more than one duct are present simultaneously. Based on our results, we conclude
that theduct lifetime is of the order of anhour and thepresent estimates are consistent
with those of other researchers. Furthermore, it is to be noted that by recording
whistlers at low latitudes, we have derived information about mid-latitude ducts.
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