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new one starts. It is important for us so
phenomena, i
objectives. In the constant flow, continuity of happenings the emergence of
a certain phenomenon or the disappearance of others is not significant in
the whole complex and perhaps global system, not even from the point of
view of universal existence but these emergencies and disappearances are
rather frequent and none of them bears marked distinction — all this is
natural in this way.

Yet, if changes are observed in human perspectives, there are some
extremely significant ones which change our lives in an exceptional way,
there are some which are shaped by ourselves in order to create new cir-
cumstances for us. We take part in this process individually with our
individual capacities and knowledge but our activities fit in a system, it
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is collective work and the final result is considered to be ours as well, it
influences all of us and our children as well and it will also have individ-
ual consequences for us. The continual presence of a beginning and an
end, a turning point is natural but at the same time it can be particular,
individual for us, humans.

The series of events between the beginning and the end lend certain
individuality to the phenomenon, it is its own, it has its own time. We
wonder at the individuality, at the non-repeatable characteristics of cer-
tain natural phenomena, e. g. the wonderful rich colours of a lowery field,
which exists in its shape then and there only once and at the same time
wonder at the identical and regular ‘repetition’ and ‘return’, that the fiow-
ers of the beginning of suminer bloom again on the same field and fruit-trees
bear fruit anew and snow covers the fields again. Starting anew is rhythmi-
cally repeated in nature. Each phenomenon has its own rhythm, ourselves
included. Relying on a natural rhythm as a basis we say that New Year

o

has come and after several repetitions of it the turn of the century or the
millennium comes along but this turning point is not capable to collect,
involve all the moments of changing all phenomena, important for us.

want to strictly apply the measurement of time formed
, find that centuries and millennia take a short time, their
ths can be expressed in seconds. This second can be interpreted in
T 3 coincidence of real end and beginning: as the sudden
disappearance of a group of possibilities and the emergence of others, as
the moment of geiting rid of something and that of the
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URAN OF THE CENTURY

W]
~1

~)

crete, more ‘realistic’ pictures than the desired future. This is what the
authors of horror stories and several science-fiction writers and directors
make their living on. Or let us think of Dali’s paintings made as illustra-
tions for Hell, the rich fantasy and colours and the expressiveness of which
pinned us down in front of them as we walked comfortably in front of some
scenes from Paradise. True, Dali was in an easier situation when he had to
describe hell because even in Dante’s Divine Comedy this scene was more
successful than the other ones. In Cocteau’s film entitled Eternal Return,

ong as the lad who had

the inn was full at nights.

g o 1 ;

wonderful as long as we speak of it only in theery. But would we like to
live in Plato’s State or Campanella’s Sun City, in Szathmaéri’s Kazohinia,
More’s Utopia or in any other ‘realised’” happy world controlied by morals
or science? Would we like to or be able to live in a world where the
long desired equality has been reached,

desire to

chemicall

Scene 12,
into unifo

W

answer says

For common goals all peopl
quiet order, Sci

that here
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in Nature, he gets all the conditions of life from it. He rests in 1
its harmony, beauty, cleanness, complexity calms him. But Nature is his

eternal enemy as well, which he himse-?’ has chosen. Man always wants to

t he is also a very significant element, Whab 1s more a dominan
{ ie wan ve 1 ' who else woul

k princi he laws of Nature, t
s*z'eﬁping tragedies, doods, explosions, winds and
- o
ir I
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expected are the
1 Nature may ‘punish’ us eithe

rushing towards u
cause it has had epough o
because somebody believes that Man deserves jgunishment because of his
behaviour so far and sends natural disasters to him especially because he
fears them most as he has g Comzmced that he cannot control
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guakes. What a wonde rnﬂ effect qualms of

a
happenings these times. God also sends natural disasters onto Harth, dis-
eases, floods, fires and arth
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so much scared that they dld n t i've 10 see
much. There were some who wasted all their proper y because they were
certain that punishment would come (or found it justified), others were
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3. Century as 2 Symbol

But we can think of the second of the turn of the century as something
3 ther: in fact the processes,

coming ones and the turning point will narrow down symbolically to the
last second of the present century and the first second of the foliowing one.
WA turni ike as a symbol? To-

What was the previous I

day we look back on it as a period in which everything changed starting
from science through technology, social views to fashion. In ph

crisis of the normal science came, like this: ‘Discovery commences with the

f ol ] £ -‘r 3 "Y‘t1 Lh 11 +1 s howr
awareness of anomaly, 1. e., with the recognition that nature has somehow
violated the paradigm-induced expectations that govern normal science.’
(Kvux, 1970, pp. 52 - 53). A new paradigm started to shape. ‘The new

paradigm, or a sufficient hint to permit later articulation, emerges all at
once, sometimes in the middle of the night, in the mind of a man deeply
immersed in crisis.” (ibidem, pp. 89 — 90). The new findings of physics
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created the possibility of exploiting and using the source of energy so char-
acteristic for this century but of very questionable value, nuclear energy.
‘Nuclear energy — in spite of temporary standstills — has been developing
at enormous speed. This cannot and must not be stopped. In all prob-
ability we have to learn to live together with it, to reduce its danger, to
exploit to the utmost all its possibilities.’” (Az atomeregetika... 1981.) We
have spent a century on this attempt still we have not managed to subdue
this energy so that it could become a natural part of our life but have not
managed to oust it out from our life either.

The automobile was born, ‘the machine that had changed the world’.
Ford’s first car that he had built himself set out in Detroit in 1896 and in
1901 in the same town Ford won a race in a car that went at a speed of
70kms. In 1906 in France, Ferenc Szisz, a Hungarian won the Grand Prix
in a racing car of Renault. At the turn of the century several important
events took place, significant from the point of view of the development of
monitoring. Beyond all doubt these events have brought about a real rev-
olution, have changed our environment with the necessary roads, parking
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lots, factories, garages, petrol stations and with the sight of small and huge
cars; they have changed our way of live, objectives, views, ideas and health.
They have taught us mass and non-series production, business organiza-

ion control, ce-operation. At the turn of the century works on
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evident. Despite our fears the conflict between us and Nature has risen to
a critical level. Based on our knowledge acquired so far and considered as
accurate this relationship can turn into a tragedy. Our deteriorated rela-
tionship with Nature lies heavily as an enormous shadow on other serious
problems as well such as famine, poverty, diseases, problems in raw ma-
terial and energy supply. There is an ever deepening conflict between the
two parts of the world, namely the developed and undeveloped countries

and economies, which hinders the political settlement of certain problems.

e
There are great changes in the role of politics, it is becoming democratized
. . N
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er caused by ourselves such as acid rain, czone hole,
awakes us to the fact that we should start everything

At the end of this century Man knows much more about himself and
his environment than ever before. And here ‘more’ does not mean quan-
titative increase only. There is encrmous and shocking experience behind
us. Based on this our responsibility for each other and for the whole of
the universe should get another meaning. We have to ask the question
whether there is any difference between progress and progress, whether
we should weigh, assess the possible effects before starting any scientific
or technological, or possibly social or environmental transformation. Man
must be great to be able to overcome the troubles caused by himself, by
his ‘sins’ but not as he thought in the last century, i. e. with his will. He
can only achieve results if he recognizes that he belongs to Nature, if he
maintains an ‘honest’ relationship with it. He can be free and can respect
himself only if he respects Nature and its is in this case that he need not



texf

M er

live in constant fear, terror, with qualms of conscience, that he need

experience the humiliating feeling of ‘punishment’ and real tr

need not beg for pardon, peacefulness only if he had lived in a way that he

does not need mercy, that there is nothing to forgive.
Towards the end of the century we must know that wh

invent hoping that it will solve everything, will

prove us that none is more wonderful than Man, we will not be able to get

B

rid of its disadvantages. Tools are neither good or bad in themselves, they
are b oth, but it depends on people, and not solely on our r knowledge but our
morality, sense of responsibility, intelligence, which side of theirs will come

to light. Having discussed our possibilities and assessed the inevitable and
necessary changes let us shape the end of this century consciously in the

xisting frameworks! Let us look for the concept of future, whose chance
to be realized is great because it is possﬂ"le and desirable.
: h

'Quotation from the film: Bradbur’s theatre





